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BRITISH NATION. 


Cueldap, December 2. 


1707. 


Had it in my Defign to addrefs this Pa- 
per to the Parliament of Great Bvi- 
tain, humbly to move them in Ke- 
haif of the great Tranfaétion of Britain, 
which they «i'l have frequent Occation to 
bring upon che Stage in their Heufe, J mean 
the Union: I purpofed to acquaint them 
with various Attempts, that would be made 
to bring, if poffible, that Affair iato fome 
Confulion, znd to caufe the Stipulations of 
this nice Treaty, if poffible, co clafh with 
Conftitution- Rigbt, that the Parliament 
might, if poffible, be drawn in, to call in 
gueftion, debate, amend, or alter fume- 
thing or other belonging to that Treaty. 
‘But | 2m happuy anticipated, and am 
therefore only to take Notice, that Her 
Mujefty’s Speech and the Addrefs of the 
Commons have twily anfwer’d my propofed 


End, and compleatly madeall good People 
eafie in that very material Point ; Her Ma- 
jefty very kindly caution’d them againft ir, 
they very dutifully refolve againft it; Her 
Majefly fays, DO NOT, they fay, Madam, 
affure your felf, WE WILL NOT, 
I am theretore very happily ancicipated, 
I fay in my Defign, and it remains only for. 
me tonore here; poor mortity’d Gentle- 
men, how arethey difappointed 5 the Fae 
cobites and High. Flyers, I-mean, how are 
they Cr: ft--allen at this D.fafter 3 how con- 
founded ac the Reporce of this Addrefs, 
ftruck as with this Lightning, chéir Souls 
are mnekted in their Bodies, like the Sword 
in the Scabbard, and they have nothing left 
to afift them in'their Dejeétions ! ——Will 
the Parli:ment do nothing to prejudice the 
Unicon ? What chen is beccme of a your 
towring 
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towring Expectations, and rifing Hopes, 
that the Union fttould be invaded by the 
clafhing of Interefts, and by the Niceties 
and Difficulties, that would come before 
them upon the Affairs of Trade 3 thefe Chi- 
mefa’s, which raisd by the Fumes of the 
Wine and Brandy, kept both Nations ia 
Sufpence a long time. 

The Hopes of thefe Gentlemen are moft 
effe&tually dafh’d, and the Clamours they 
rais’d at their Brethren grew weaker and 
weaker every Day, and really they may 
fet their Hearts at Reft concerning this 
Matter, for the Parliament of Britain ha- 
ving declar’d, they will do nothing in Pre- 
judice of the Treaty; if they, I fay, mil 
mot, albthe teft of the World canmor hurt it: 
Fdonot fay the Parliament can legally hurc 
it, and I may be allow’d to fay, what chey 
cannot legally do, they cannot do ; therefore 
I have all along faid they cannot hurt it 5 
coaftructive A@ions, and debating the du- 
bious Meaniag of Articles, may and might 
have given Umbrage to our Friends, and 
have encouraged Enemies, but the Parlia- 
rent is aDeteace dad there we may all ven- 
ture to leave it. 

And what is there in the Cuftom-Houfe 
Debates about Duties, Equalities, Ante 
and Poff Entries, Se. worth bringing a 
thing of fuch Confequence into D=bate ? 
Oh drink, ye Drunkards, and if ever you 
would make your Vice ufeful to the Com: 
mon-wealth, doitnow ; drink out all this 
Scots Wine and Brandy, that the Quentitv 
being gone, the World may have no more 
‘Trcubdle about it, that we may no more 
{crambte and wranggle for Shares and Inie- 
reft, no more {wear and for-fwear to Pro- 
pertics, and. trump up Owners to day of 
one Nation, to morrow of another, to (ell 
themfelves and their Souls to determine it. 

Thefe were fome of the Occafions, the 
Enemies of the Union hoped and promifed 
shemfelves to bring us all into Confufion 
about, and where are all their Hopes now 
become, fince the Houle has now come toa 
pofitive Declaration, that they will do no- 
thing in Prejudice of the Union, and this 
is the main thing they wanted ; ‘for if there 
be never fo many Difputes among us, if 
they do not amount toa Breach of the Ar. 


ticles of Union, they do no way anfwer the 
End of this Party. 

It is fomeching againft the Articles, that 
they feek for; fomething abfolutely incon- 
fifient or contrary to thems fomething 
that they might, like the Devil who firft 
tempts, and then accufzs, boaft of, was a 
plain Breach, an Iaira€tion of the Treaty. 
This is the Halting they watch for, this is 
the main thing they drive at I congra- 
tulate Britain in their Difappoiatment, for 
when they moura, the Nation laughs, as 
the Text fays in another Cafe, when the 
Wicked perifh, the aighteous rejoyce. Nothing 
could-have been fo fatal to them, as fuch 
a Vote; itdafhesall their Hopes, and dee 
feats all their Expe€tation, tis as bad as an- 
other Ramelies to their Caufe. 

See the mighty Effeéts or a peaceable, 
calm, fedate Temper in the Nation; a 
Temper of Peace, Right, Juftice, and Ho- 
nour mu of Neceffity preferve the Union, 
the Treaty can never fuffer Shipwrack, 
while this Principle has Poffeffion of us; 
*tis a divine Preparation which is wrought 
in the Minds of every Nation and People, 
whom Providence refolves to make mighty; 
every thing that tends to Breachesand Con- 
tention, is of the Devil, and tends,to mere 
Confufion, the Emblem, and in part the 
Effence of that horrid Places it weakens, 
intimidates, and difpirits a Nation, and in 
the End ruins them. 

I wifh, you could but have feen in Eng- 
Jand, what a Baulk this Article in the Ad- 
drefs of the Houfe of Commons was to 
fome of thofe good People, chat long’d for 
Britains Confufions, that depended upon 
the Attacks to be made upon the Treaty in 
this Parliament, in order toopen a Door 
to their abdicated Canfe, and to the Reftoe 
raticn of their Ecclefiaftick, as well as Tem- 
poral Tyranny: How blank they look’r. 
How thcy are hanging Heads, and in fome 
of them hanging Looks betray’d theAnguifh 
oftheir Minds! Could you bu: hear how 
they curfe the Parlicmcrt, and call the 
Houle of Commons a Parcel of Tin.c ferving, 
flaccering, fawairg, and I know’ not how 
many uamannerly Epithets ; and why, but 
becaule they fee in this our Day, the things 
that belong to our Peace ? 


And 
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And dothey thus regret this one Vote ? 
Imake this fhort Inference from it, Gen- 
tlemen, which I hope may be for your Edi- 
fication 3 from hence you may judge, of 
how great Moment this Unanimity ot the 
Houle isto the Nation; and tho’ I may 
live co fhow you more ofthis, when I come 
to {peak of Scotland in particular, yet take 
ic but now in general, if this one Vote 
has confounded a whole Party, broke all 
their Mealures, and jumbled to pieces all 
theic new Schemes d:awn lor our undoing— 
Of what Concern then isit to Britain, that 
this Union is made, thac this mighty Affair 
was brought to pafs, and of what great Mo- 
ment is jt to preferve it entire in all its 
Parts ? Do our Enemies build their Hopes 
upos the Inva/ion of Parts, asd upon bring- 
ing Mr. Hodges’s interfering [aterefts upon 
the Stage ; the Confequence, which it ap- 
pears of to them to have itfo, proves the 
Confequence it is of to us to avoid it, and 
very well might her Majefty give the Houfe 
Notice of the Danger by a Caution againft 
it, fince fo much of our Felicity in both Na- 
tions depends upon it! 

Let the Facobites thes hang their Caufe 
eeeee.- in Mourning 3 for they never had 
a more juftifiable Reafon in the World for 
their Defpair,and were they not paft Advice, 
one wou'd take up this very Argumentco 
move them.to give it over— Good Gam= 
fters, they fay,always throw upa loft Game, 
"tig counted Defperation for Men furroun- 
ded toxefule Quarter, and they lofe their 
Lives;tono purpofe, when a Garrifon re- 
fnfes, to capitulate, tho’ there isno hopes 
of Relief, and no. poffibility of Dzfenee; 
*ctig reckon’d neither a Se vice to their 
Prince, nor a Point of Honour to their 
Enemy, and the Affailanc is ja(tifi'd if he 


gives them no Quarters they ought to be 
Treated Ike Mad-men and Furies, nor 
like Seldiers and M2n of Honour ——— 
Really, Gentlemen ‘‘facobttes in Britain, 
you oughe to capitulate now, for if the 
Parliament of Britain’ go on thys, your 
Caule is gone ; ic is impoffible to be defen- 
ded, and 1 do not {ee where you can haveRe- 
lief—Abroad, | fancy, youwhave done looking 
for it; Montiear of France has his Hands too 
full co-relieve yousit ever hewould have affi- 
fted you,it would have been inthe time of the 
Treaty, when with a little help you might 
have done fome Mifchief; but thac time is 
over, that occafion is loftzat Home was ai 
ycuc Hope, and in the Diforders ot this 
Seflion were your Profpeats of a new turn—- 
Now that is all vanifh’d, to what Purpsfe 
fheuld you hold out any longer, you wilt 
certainly be taken by Sterm, and then what 
the Mercy of your Country may afford 
you, | know not ; but this I know, yeu 
will deferve no Quirter 3 your obftinacy, 
under all the National Lenity you have a- 
bus’d,ought to make you expeét no favour, 
but that the Parliamenc fhould go to work 
with you, Viis & Moedis, different from 
what has yet been taken with you, and 
treat you as Midmen and commoh Enemies 
to ycur Country. 

Buc who am I talking to, like blind Bede, 
Tam preaching to a heapof Stones, to a 
Generation whofe Hearts in their Invetera- 
cy againft their Country, is like the nether 
Millftone, and cannot be moved ; I hail 
fay no moteto them, their own Experience 
will be theic Infiruftor, tho’ late, one time 
or other they will come toa better Under- 
ftanding, and I leave them tothe Tortures 
of a very late, I will not (ay, 4 too late Re- 
pentance. 


MIscELLANEA. 


ONG before the Parliament’s Vote 

to make an Eoquiry into the State of 

vu; Plantations and cur Trade there, it has 
frequently occurr’d to my Thoughts to 
touch that fore place one. time or other, 
and peihaps I could do it. pever more lea- 


fonably than now; I fhal not meddle sith 
Milmanagemene, nor point out Perfonss 
for I defign no Satyrs bere ; but certainly 
the Damige we feel there, is lofing Blood 
fo near che Heart, that it oc<ations fpch 
fainting Fits ia our Trade, as fometimes 

put 
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put the whole Exchange, which is the 
Heart of Trade iato Convultions. 

~ “There-was a Mad ia. this Northern 
World once, who undertook to ptove, Eng: 
land got nothing by her Plantations 5 but 
he forgot himfelf extreamly, and never 
thought, that the Employ of cur Poor,which 
the Confurhption of our Manufaétures fep- 
ports, and the Encreafeof Shippirg and Sea- 
men, and all the Depends npon Nav 
gation, by Which Indumerable Families are 
fed and maintdin’d, is to be thrown in to 
the Credit-fide of the Account ; as tothe 
Plantation Trade, fo far‘as the Export to 
thofe Colonies “extends, which is in -irfeif 
really very confiderable; and fo they area 
moft advantagions Article: ia eur General 
of -Trade. - 

' "Fwo things I therefore lay down as Max- 
ims in the conlideration of ous Plantations 5 
Firft, \ fay, we ought to make their Safety 
and their’Profpetity oar'own, for that they 
are 4 part of our felves, and their Wealth 
‘js realy out Wealth; we are Great in cheir 
Greatnefs, and Rich in their Encreafe, both 
as we are the Center of their Wealth, aad 
as they are the Supply of ours; and thofe 
who talk of the Plantations Exbaufting ws 
of our: People, Fc. know not, or do not 
confider what they fay, fnce fending ‘aur 
Péopit' to the Colosies is so more, nor 
ought to be efteem'd otherwife, cham fen- 
ding People out of Middlefex iato Forkjbirr, 
where they are fit] iw the {ame Govern- 
ment, employ’d to the. Benefit of the: fame 
Publick Stock, and io the Strength and De- 
Fence of the fame United Body. 

Second, Vfay, and by the fame Rule, 
the Plantations can never thrive,.but by 
the- Yiaws,, Management, and Drregtion 
made and regulated at Home in Britsin. ; 
"tis from hence they receive Governours and 
Strength, are fupptied with Ships to ote 
their Countries, and Convoys to fecure 
theis Trade, and if this be.ill dire@ed, the 
Plantations omuft decay, and mutft decline. ° 

I know,it has always been'a Court Maxim 

iY England, white the Courts were afraid 

- of the Peoples Greatnefs, to keep the Gi- 
‘Homies onder, and the Notions of their fet- 
ting up for an’. Independency hay® been 

farted ro amufe the World, and jaftifie the 

Maxim, (peak of Buc thefe Principles 


been: broach’d por_maintain’d, but by a. 
Party, whofe Aim» was Opprefhon, and Me- 
thod Tyranny, who began with it at Home, 
and made this the pretence of it Abroad. 
This was the mighty frightful Chimera, 
that prevented England encouraging tbe 
Propofal of a Copper Mine in New England, 
and {had many Years ago the Pleafure to 
fee, and laugh at the Folly of it. A famous 
Staces-man, making along Oration full ot 
nothing, at the Couccil-board im King 
Charles's Time, to fhow the Danger of ma- 
king New.England frrong enough to bid us 
Dehanee, and fet up for ir felf a Whymfie 
fo. ridicolous, that ’tisin meer Compaffion 
to the Reputation: of that Noble Lord, that 
dod bot name him: 
-. Wl believe, F may fay ic without wronging 
my Judgment,. or reproachisg any one 
wrongt{ully 3 this Court whymfie ,bas for 20 
Years efore the Revolution been the Bane 
of aur Colonies Profperity, New Engiayd 
bad'by ghisytime beea our-Store-howfe for 
‘Naval Provifions, and a Nucfery of Sed: 
‘men, add perhaps been of twice the Mag- 
nitude it is now off but-for this fatal and 
moft prepofterous Jeateulie, of which I 
believe I may. do‘ them Juftice, if | fay.of 
théem,as fome have faidet the Clesgy of the 
Churcinaf Reme, sherathey da nov believe 
RET peri 
- la otder then to carry away berose me 
all tbe fancied ground for that Suggeftion, 
y.lay it down as a Maxim, and - will: un- 
dertake to make “it out to a general Satif- 
faéteon ; that to escourage, enerease,- and 
improve our Plaotations by ail poffible 
‘NMeang, is the moft, if not the only effedtual 
pan sot ap World to fecure us a6 
gaioft their-fecting up for aa Ind 
of se A ee! To 
Inftead of which, the fending Sc 
ia Commifhon to Gasersc dae hiiopeer ic 
and .opprefs them, thereby checking their 
Induftry and Improvemert, difcouraging 
their Commerce, and being rather fet as 
Spies upon them, thah juft and moderate. 
Governours,has been the general Prattice of 
thofe times, to the manifeR Ruin of the 
Englifh Intereft in America; Decreale of 
Planting, whichis the Life, and aiminihing 
the Inhabitants, which is -the Strength of 
their Settlements But of this here. 


wrh re(pedt to the Colonies, have never after 
MDCCVil 


